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Redemptive Kingdom Diversity, with its selected biblical and theological themes on the identity of 
God’s people, illuminates the transformative power of God’s restoration of humanity’s relationship 
with God, with each other, and with creation. This transformative power presents the potential for 
humanity to participate in God’s redemptive plan through Jesus Christ. The author, Jarvis J. 
Williams, defines redemptive kingdom diversity as “God’s holistic redemption of the entire 
creation through Jesus’ death for diverse Jews and gentiles and through his victorious resurrection 
from the dead with an eye toward the transformation of sinners and the entire creation” (1). For 
Williams, God’s kingdom is a new multiethnic community united in Christ—distinct and holy—
with various skin colors, accents, and cultural experiences (2–4). This multiethnic community of 
Christ believers does not replace the people of Israel but rather fulfills the Old Testament promises 
of salvation. Moreover, members of this new multiethnic community do not lose their natural 
distinctions but instead take on new marks of ethnic distinction (e.g., faith, the Spirit, obedience, 
suffering for Christ) “that are congruent with the gospel of Jesus Christ” (4). 

The book is divided into seven chapters, each exploring selected biblical texts and theological 
themes related to the people of God from Genesis to Revelation. It also offers some basic practical 
applications to Christians on how to live as members of the new and transformed multiethnic 
community in Christ. The book provides insights into Israel’s identity as the people of God and 
illustrates that ethnic diversity has always been God’s redemptive vision. Jews and gentiles in Christ 
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are “to live in conciliation with [God] vertically, with each other horizontally, and with the creation 
cosmologically” (15). The first two chapters focus on the story of the people of God in the Old 
Testament, while the following three chapters are on God’s redemptive work for Jews and gentiles 
through Christ in the New Testament. In chapters 6–7, Williams offers a synthesis of his presentation 
of the people of God in both the Old and New Testaments, engaging readers in a discussion on 
redemption and orthopraxy.  

Williams begins by discussing the people of God in the Pentateuch (ch. 1). He analyzes God’s 
creation of the one human race through Adam and Eve, their transgression in the garden, 
humanity’s complicity in Adam and Eve’s transgression, Israel as a distinct and holy people 
through Abraham, and God’s redemption through the deliverance of God’s people from Egyptian 
slavery and covenantal relationship and steadfast love. Israel’s identity as the people of God hinges 
on their faithfulness to the covenant: being a torah-observant people and their pursuit of justice. 
In the books of history, wisdom and poetry, and prophets (ch. 2), Williams tells the story of God’s 
people as they journey into the promised land, inherit it, and receive additional identity markers 
from God throughout their history in the land, during exile, and upon their return to the land (42). 
Through the ordeals of suffering and exile, the people are reminded that God remains faithful to 
the promise made to Abraham and his offspring and that their identity as the people of God 
depends on their faithfulness to the covenant. However, as illustrated in these books, the people of 
God struggled to be faithful. Their disobedience resulted in their land’s destruction and their 
people’s exile. Yet amid Israel’s intense pain, people are encouraged to remain hopeful because 
God has steadfastly loved them. 

God’s redemptive work continues into the New Testament (ch. 3). The chief mark of the people of 
the gospels is not limited to Abrahamic kinship or torah observance but faithfulness to Jesus Christ 
and his interpretation of the Mosaic law. Jesus is the personification of the torah, the fulfillment of 
God’s redemptive promises in the Old Testament, and the embodiment of God in the flesh. He has 
come to save both Jews and gentiles from their sins and invited them into his new, diverse, and 
messianic community, marked by their faithful obedience to him and his teachings, without losing 
their distinct identities (76). With the outpouring and indwelling power of the Spirit, believers are 
to become Jesus’s witnesses to the ends of the earth. One such believer is Paul. For Paul, both Jews 
and gentiles can experience God’s saving power by faith in Christ (ch. 4). Through the blood of his 
cross and his resurrection, Jesus reconciles sinners to himself and redeems a diversity of people 
scattered throughout the ages (107). Christ believers are to be transformed into one new humanity 
sealed with the Spirit and called to participate in Christ’s new covenant ministry of the gospel. In 
his discussion on the people of God in the General Epistles and Revelation (ch. 5), Williams 
presents the superiority of Christ’s new covenant, our steadfast obedience and perseverance in faith, 
and our virtuous living while awaiting Christ’s second coming. 
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Before offering some practical applications for the people of God in their pursuit of the redemptive 
kingdom diversity in Christ in a racialized society and an ethnically diverse world, Williams 
provides a synthesis of the identity of people of God in the Old and New Testaments (ch. 6). In 
other words, chapter 6 is a summary of chapters 1–5. In chapter 7, Williams discusses race, racism, 
and ethnicity, especially in the U.S. context, and how Christians can work together to promote 
human flourishing for all people. He acknowledges the history of racism in the United States and 
that any individual and ethnic group can become complicit in racism due to the universal power 
of sin (159). For Williams, racism is the evil and deadly cancer of the present age. One way to live 
out our transformed and redemptive identities in Christ is to love our ethnically diverse neighbors 
and respect God’s image bearers in the power of the Spirit. Diversity should not be viewed as a 
threat but with redemptive eyes and participation in the work of redemptive kingdom diversity 
(161). Any form of racism or any ethnic group embracing racist and ethnocentric impulses is 
antithetical to the gospel and God’s vision of redemptive kingdom diversity.   

Readers have much to appreciate in the insights made in chapter 7. Here Williams provides a 
nuanced presentation on racism, noting that generalizing all white people as racist and all blacks 
and people of color as victims is an assault on the image of God in them (168). Williams is to be 
commended for his discussion on how different ethnic groups have adopted racist perceptions 
against one another and even within the same ethnic group. Moreover, Williams points out the 
disadvantages and prejudices experienced by people of all racial and ethnic groups. He notes the 
rise in anti-Asian racism and hate toward Asians committed by other ethnic minorities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He calls on the people of God to stand in solidarity with fellow image 
bearers against any form of racism and hate. Racist behaviors dishonor God’s work of election and 
redemption in Christ (175).  

As implied by the book’s title, Williams focuses on racial justice and interracial unity in diversity, 
which involves ending all forms of racism. It involves uniting believers in Jesus’s name and creating 
a culture of redemptive love for brothers and sisters from diverse backgrounds. Readers will 
appreciate (or disagree with) Williams’s observation that multiethnicity or ethnic diversity is 
“neither the solution to an ethnic and racial division nor the goal” but rather gospel faithfulness 
(182). Christians in monoethnic churches should not try to make multiethnic churches out of 
monoethnic churches (180). The goal is to strive to reflect the ethnic makeup of its majority culture 
and be the best gospel-believing church where members engage with their neighbors and pursue 
redemptive kingdom diversity in their own contexts.  

The book provides a foundational biblical and theological perspective on redemptive kingdom 
diversity. Given the limited space and the number of books of the Bible discussed, readers may 
question whether Williams is attempting to cover too much, especially in chapters 1–5, at the 
expense of depth. It is important to note that Williams asserts multiple times that his intent is to 
write something other than a technical or exhaustive study. He primarily writes for those who are 
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new to the concept of redemptive kingdom diversity. His focus is on specific texts and themes 
about transformation and the redemptive kingdom diversity of the people of God to illustrate that 
the kingdom of God has always been ethnically diverse. He engages minimally with the scholarship 
on biblical and theological treatment of race and ethnicity. There is a missed opportunity to engage 
with passages related to racism, slavery, and ethnicity in the Old Testament (e.g., the curse of Ham 
in Gen 9:18–27) and the command to welcome strangers and foreigners (Exod 12:48–49; Lev 
19:34). Although Williams mentions the prophetic vision in Isaiah of the inclusion of all people, 
including foreigners and eunuchs, in the covenant and God’s house, he does not elaborate on it 
(Isa 56:1–8). An analysis of these passages would benefit readers and add strength to his thesis.    

The book invites Christian readers to reflect and conform themselves to a new identity in Christ 
and pursue God’s vision for redemptive kingdom diversity. Williams stresses the significance of 
the people of God taking ownership of their Spirit-empowered agency and responsibility in 
overcoming challenging circumstances. Williams argues that neither white guilt nor a victim 
mentality offers a redemptive path forward as both lead to despair and hopelessness (164). Instead 
of feeling guilty, white Christians should lament racism and stand in solidarity with diverse people 
of color. Williams also underscores that ethnic minorities who have experienced racism should not 
resort to racism themselves (160). They should “reject and resist perpetuating a victim mentality” 
to stop a continuous cycle of racism and dehumanization (166). That is indeed our redemptive 
calling and purpose. 


